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Die Luna, 1 Februarii, 1773. 


ORDERED, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, That the Thanks of this Houſe 
be, and are hereby given to the Lord Biſhop of PzTER- 
' BOROUGH, for the Sermon by him preached before this 
| Houſe, on Saturday laſt, in the Abby Church, Weſtminſter. 
—And that he be deſired to cauſe the ſame to be forthwith 
printed and publiſhed, 

| ASHLEY COWPER, 


Cler. Parliamentor. 
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St. PAUL's Epiſtle to the PHILIPPIANS, 


Chap. iv, and part of the 5th Verſe. 


LET YOUR MODERATION BE KNOWN UNTO ALL MEN. 


HERE is no accufation againſt the doctrines 
of Chriſtianity leſs founded on truth, than that 


they tend to the diſturbance of civil government; fo far 


are the precepts of our holy religion from creating diſorder 
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in any ſtate, that they breathe every where the ſpirit of 


peace, and promote obedience to thoſe in authority, be- 


yond all human inſtitutions whatever, We are thereby | 


directed to ſubmit to every ordinance of man ; that is, to 
remain quiet under every form of government, which 
may be eſtabliſhed in the country where we live ; not only 


from the fear of puniſhment, but becauſe a peaceable con- 


duct is acceptable in the ſight of God: and we, at the 


ſame time, act agreeably to the divine will, and to our 
own intereſt, while we conſpire in our ſeveral relations to 


, 


the ſupport of civil ſociety. 


Nor yet, on the other hand, are we to admit the 
charge of thoſe who reproach the genius of Chriſtianity 
as particularly favorable to the unlimited power of princes. 


The goſpel does not put men in a worſe condition, with 
reſpect to their civil liberties, than if they had not been. 


Chriſtians : it encourages oppreſſion in the ruler as lit- 


tle as it does diſobedience in the people. 


„ 5 Nothing 
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Nothing, it is confeſſed, can be more unbecoming our 


character, than, on ſuch like occaſions as this, to en- 
gage in the diſputes of party: we have no pretence, by 
virtue of our miniſterial function, to judge the leaſt point 
of legal controverſy ;. much leſs to preſcribe the forms of 
civil government, and determine the juſt line cither 
of the prince's prerogative or the people's rights. 


But ſurely it is our duty, intruſted as we are by the 
ſtate with authority to inſtruct and perſuade others, it is 
our duty, I ſay, whenever we have a fit opportunity, to 
teach men, that they ough both as good Chriſtians and 
good ſubjects, to behave themſelves orderly and peace- 
ably; in ſubmiſſion to thoſe who are placed in ſuch a 
ſtation of authority, as is neceſſary to preſerve the ſociety, 
over which they preſide. 


The intent of the legiſlature in perpetuating the me- 
mory of this day's unhappy cataſtrophe, was, among 
ether wiſe and religious purpoſes, to remind our hearers of 
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that obedience and reſpe& which is due to the laws, and 
our ſovereign ; by recalling to their conſideration the fatal 
conſequences of faction and rebellion. But let it not be 


thought, when we preach to you that it is the duty of 
the ſubje& to obey, we- thereby mean to preach away the 


people's liberties, and make them ſlaves ; nor let the men- 
tion of our rights, be conſtrued to afford a handle for mu- 
tiny and diſaffection. 


The true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, together with the juſt 
idea of our happy conſtitution, will be found between the 
two extremes of arbitrary power on the one hand, and 


anarchy on the other. J 


Far be it then from the effect, as it is from the intent 
of this diſcourſe, to juſtify all' that men of either party 
among us have, in the zeal of their prejudices, main- 
tained by arguments tending more to exaſperate, than con- 
vince thoſe of another way of thinking. Extravagance 


in the notions to what degree obedience is right, or reſiſt- 


ance 
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ance is lawſul, muſt ever be fabje& to many difficulties ; 
it is almoſt impoſſible, even for the ſpirit of moderation 
itſelf, to mark the boundary, where the rights of the 
ſovereign and the people ſhall be univerſally acknowledged 
to end; they are like oppoſite colors, whoſe approaching 
ſhades, if rightly applicd, blend together, though in their 
extremes they have neither union nor reſemblance: both 
are beſt ſecured while unanimity draws a veil over them. 
It may, indeed, be reckoned among the beginning of ſor- 
rows, whenever a ſpirit of tyranny in thoſe who govern, 
or of licentiouſneſs in thoſe who are governed, makes the 
nation intent upon agitating the ſubject: Happy would 
it be for this country, if forbearance could ſo far prevail 


on all ſides, as to let 2 ſleep for ever. 


The leflon which may be learned from the hiſtory of this 
day, is of fingular uſe to prince and people, that if either 
of them ſhould unhappily deviate from that courſe of con- 
duct marked out by the laws and conſtitution of their 
country, the other ſhould be content with gentle means, 
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and moderate remedies ; leſt the laſt error be worſe than 
the firſt. Whoever impartially reviews the hiſtory of tnoſe 
violent meaſures, which involved the nation in ſo much 
blood and guilt, will be able to impute errors enough to 
both ſides. All that was complained of, might however 
have probably been reformed, had not thoſe of both par- 
ties, who meant only the good of their country, been 
prevented from attending to peaceful counſels, by the 
rude clamor of factious and deſperate men. 


It is notorious, that the firſt oppoſition to regal power, 
was founded on religious prejudices, 'and perſonal diflatis- 
faction; enmity to monarchical government was not a gene- 
ral principle of the nation: and though ſome few even from 
the beginning might have lookedfforward for a total change 
of the political ſyſtem ; ſo far was a neceſſity of new mo- 
delling the conſtitution, from: being. univerſally admitted, 
that we find even diſtant hints cither of the legality or expe- 
diency of depoſing princes cenſured by the parliament ; and 


even in the language of the covenant, the ſubſcribers bound 


themſelves 


. 


themſelves in a ſolemn manner to defend the king's perſon 
and authority, that the world might bear witneſs (as it 
was there expreſſed) with their conſciences, of their loy- 
alty, that they had no thoughts or intentions to diminiſh 


his juſt power and greatneſs. Yet one evil ever attend- 
ing civil contention is, that it begets an extreme oppo- 
ſition to whatever are thought the principles of the con- 
trary party; and when once the ſpirit of diſcord has 
broke through the fence of law, and the appeal is un- 
happily made to the ſword, the pretenſions of both par- 
ties have a dangerous aſpect, Men give themſelves up to 
their paſſions and their prejudices, and are hurried away 
by a blind zeal into meaſures, which at their firſt ſetting 
out, they held in the greateſt abhorrence. | 


This obſervation is verified by the whole hiſtory of 
thoſe times. Men, by degrees, grew worſe than they 
intended to be; and the moſt atrocious acts of violence 
and oppreſſion were thought not only excuſable but meri- 
torious. In vain: were ſeveral acts paſſed by the king in 
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parliament, that did effectually reſtrain the prerogative 
of the crown from thoſe miſchiefs it was charged with 


yet conceſſions on the one hand, inſtead of moderating, 
did but increaſe the demands on the other. The preyail- 
ing faction loſt all temper, and grew, as it were, ſo ine- 
briated by ſucceſs, that a few among the leaders of diſ- 
cord at length availed themſelves of the madneſs of the 
. times to cloſe the ſcene of blood, by bringing their ſove- 
reign to the ſcaffold, and overthrowing the laws of their 
country, in defence alone of which they n. to 
have drawn the ſword. 


Vet, after all this fatal ſucceſs, what advantage fol- 
lowed to the people? What farther ſecurity was given for 
their rights and liberties ? No ſooner had the infatuated 
multitude contributed their aid to compleat the ruin of + 
the conſtitution, and the leaders of faction, hitherto united 
in one common league of miſchief, began to diſagree, 
from different views, oppoſite intereſts, and diſtant af- 
fections, than a bold uſurper ſeized * the throne ; and 

finding 


( 


finding no ſupport in the poſſeſſion of it, from any 
claim of birth, from any authority of the laws, or 
ſenſe of ſubordination among the people, he was con- 
ſtrained to have recourſe to fear, the common baſts of 
deſpotic power, and from policy, as well as principle, 
to rule with a rod of iron. 


After him, what did the ſeveral forts of government, 
which prevailed jn their turns, end in, but ſo many dif- 
ferent modes of oppreſſion ? The favorite idea of a Com- 
monwealth, which ſome had fondly entertained, was ever 
found impracticable; and, at length, the nation, grown 
weary of its miſeries, had recourſe to the ſon of the 
prince they had baſely murdered, and took refuge from 
the ſtorm of anarchy and fanaticiſm under our old conſti- 


tution in church and ſtate. 


If this appears what I truſt it is, a fair and impartial 
review of our public calamities, we may thereby be 
taught ſeveral uſeful leſſons of intereſt as well as duty, 

D all 
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all tending to inculcate thoſe Chriſtian virtues, forbearanee, 
moderation, and univerſal good-will, which will diſpoſe 
men, in all ſtations, to live peaceably with one another, 


equally averſe to private oppreſſion and public diſturbance, 


We learn, firſt, that as it is probable no party what- 
eyer, or at moſt but a very ſmall one, did, at firſt, intend 
thoſe evils they effected — It ſhould be a caution to others, 
how they attempt to embroil public affairs, by entering 
inconſiderately, even though with a good deſign, on the 
weighty matters of new modelling church and ſtate, parti- 
cularly that they endeavor it not by methods illegal, by re- 
proaches, invectives, and fuch means as faction com 
monly makes uſe of to inflame the zeal of the multitude. 


All men who have the welfare of the community at 
heart, if they have the leaſt diſcretion, will think not 
only what poſſible good, but what probable evil may fol- 
low, by too haſtily engaging with thoſe who are given 

to change. It is the lot of humanity to fall ſhort of per- 
5 | | fection; 


enn 


fectlon; tares will ever, as they did at the firſt planting 
of the goſpel, find a place among the wheat; and there 
is great daniger leſt a violent and injudicious hand may not, 
in too cagerly plucking up che one, root out the other. 
Even in a conſtitution like our own, fo happily formed 
as to be the envy and admiration of all judicious ſtrangers, 
it is not to be wondered, that all things ſquare not 
with the meaſure of each man's private fancy and con- 


venience, ſince ſcarce two men can be brought to ac- 
knowlege one common ſtandard of perfection, 


Better is it, therefore, ſeeing the miſerable effects of 
civil diſcord, to bear patiently with ſome evils, than to 
hazard ſuch deſperate remedies, even when we think 
we are injured : much more ſo, when we have no rea- 
ſonable ground for complaint, and nothing really detri- 
mental to the intereſt of the community. appears to 
be intended by thoſe in authority over us. It is a cir- 
cumſtance in favor of theſe kingdoms, which ſhovld dif 
poſe the ſubjects not only to be quiet and coatented, but 


chearful 


— — — - 
- — 


D 


* 


a. 3 —— — 


— - — —— —ͤ—„— . — — —— — 
— — TI 
— — - - 
% 
- 


614 


chearful alſo and thankful, that they are born under a 
conſtitution of government ſo happily ſettled at the reyo- 
lution, that the people can never be enſlaved but by 
their own conſent, by repreſentatives. of their own. 
choofing; who ere they can ſubmit, to become the 
inſtruments of tyranny, muſt firſt ſacrifice that conſe- 
quence they now have in the ſtate, and oonſent to their 


own deſtruction. 


The hiſtory of this day's calamity teaches us alſo what 


uniform experience in other ages, and other countries, has 


confirmed; that times of public diſcord are ever favorable 
to the deſigns of bad men. No ſtate Whatever is alto- 
gether free from ſuch as are of looſe principles and deſpe- 
rate fortunes; but their numbers are likely to increaſe in 
every civilized and commercial ſtate; as vice and ex- 


travagance, though perhaps not neceſſarily, yet uſually, 


keep pace with the progreſs of wealth, and the gradual 


refinements of luxury in the arts of life. Such men, 
having no other way to advance their ends, will na- 
turally 
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turally wiſh the deſtruction of the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment, in order to have a chance of advantage in the 
public confuſion. 


Unhappily for the peace of ſociety, almoſt every man 
is vain enough to think himſelf, if not better qualified, 
at leaſt better diſpoſed to govern the kingdom, than 
thoſe in whoſe hands the adminiſtration of it happens 
to be placed; and fo very apt are we to receive unfa- 
vorable impreſſions of the ſuppoſed diſorders of the ſtate, 
that if they, who ſtudy to miſrepreſent the actions of 
ſuch as are in power, are but loud enough in the cry 
of liberty and reformation, they will never want hearers 
among the multitude. 


But ill does it become the character of an honeit man, 
to give countenance. to thoſe who ſcruple not to frame 
and propagate falſhood, that they may vilify the counſels 
and perſons of governors. Nor is it candid to be for 
ever ſeeking for matter of contention, by magnifying every 
little failing, and aggravating every miſcarriage ; as if, in 
St E the 
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the complicated intereſts of millions, whatever falls ſhort 
of deſired ſucceſs muſt neceſſarily be On” to unſki}- 


fulneſs or mal-adminiſtration, 


| Laſtly, let us learn, from the hiſtory of this day, to 
avoid all extravagance of party. Submiſſion to our go- 
vernors is certainly the doctrine of Chriſtianity, as it is 
the dictate of reaſon, which firſt taught men the ne- 
ceſſity of government: yet may it be inforced without 
adopting ſuch principles, as, if there was a poſſibi- 
lity of their being univerſally believed, muſt inevita- 
bly deſtroy our conſtitution, ſhould there ever come, as 
there once did, a prince weak and vain enough to think 
himſelf above the reſtraint of law. i 


Attempts to perſuade our fellow-ſubjefts, that they 
are not the ſons of freedom, will, in effect, fo little 
diſpoſe them to be quiet, that it will only ſerve to in- 
flame their jealouſy; and were we to judge of the de- | 
ſign of ſuch doctrines, by what, throughout our whole 
hiſtory, has been the conſtant effect of them, we might 

| think 
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think they were invented for the deſtruction of princes, 
laying a bait for them to make attempts at arbitrary 
power; which, however, it may begin by the oppreſſion 
of the ſubject, has ever proved in the end, fatal to the 
prince. | 


Let not then this day of ſolemn humiliation, intended 
to remind us of the evils of rebellion, be henceforth 
ever thought an occaſion to perpetuate heats and animo- 
fities among us, which ought long ſince to have been 
buried in oblivion. ; 

Our fathers have eaten a ſour grape, and the chi 
dren's teeth have ever fince been ſet on an edge; it is 
however ſurely time for moderate men to hope, that 
this vineyard, for which God has been pleaſed to do ſo 
much, ſhould no longer bring forth ſour grapes. 


God has raiſed us to a glory, equal, if not above 
our neighbours; and what alone ſeems wanting to con- 
vince us, that our fathers' crimes are done away, is, 

| that 
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that we ſhould dwell together in unity, at leaſt, that 
men of different opinions ſhould ceaſe to proyoke one 
another to hatred, by mutual bitterneſs and reproaches, 
Much, indeed, of the violent ſpirit of party has abated, 


by that national change in our manners, which has abo- 


liſhed exceſſive drinking. 


Y 


. Happy: will it be for us if the prevailing faſhion in 
_ theſe times of extravagant diflipation and gaming, does not 


ſo enervate the minds, and diſtreſs the fortunes of the 
riſing generation, as to beget in them a total diſregard 
to all religious and political principles. Would to God, 


there was among all orders and ranks of men, a more 
pniverſal attention to, and reſpect for, virtue and religion, 


Terporal conſiderations. may, in ſome meaſure, check 


our heats and paſſions; but the vices of a nation will, 


ſurely, one way or other, produce national calamities, 


notwithſtanding all the methods which man's wiſdom 


may provide for our ſecurity. 


Now to God, &c. 
F 1 OO 


